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By Brynne Williamson, Certified PP, PLS, President

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 ”November 8, 2008 - Saturday With the 
Courts at Graham & Dunn PC 

 November 11, 2008 – Membership Meeting, 
“Legal Writing” at the Rock Bottom. 

 November 20, 2008 – Noontime Seminar, 
“Contract Negotiations” at Riddell Williams 

 December 9, 2008 – Holiday Volunteer Event 
– Food Lifeline 

 January 13, 2009 – Membership Meeting, 
“Unauthorized Practice of Law” at the Rock 
Bottom 

 January 15, 2009 – Noontime Seminar, 
“Employment Law” at Riddell Williams 

 January 31, 2009 - NALS of Washington 
Super Saturday CLE, location TBD 

 February 10, 2009 – Membership Meeting 
“Get Organized” at the Rock Bottom 

 February 19, 2009 – Noontime Seminar, 
“Preparing Effective Cohabitation Agreements 
for Unmarried Couples” at Riddell Williams 

Years ago, I hosted a Thanksgiving supper for a group 
of friends that seemed destined to spend their holiday 
alone.  It all came about when I realized one of my 
friends, a Scottish ex-patriot and newly sworn in 
American citizen, had never experienced a traditional 
Thanksgiving supper.  Always the mother hen, I invited 
him and the rest of my orphaned buddies over to 
celebrate the holiday. 

Never mind that I had never hosted a Thanksgiving meal 
before.  Or that I didn’t have a roasting pan, a turkey 
baster or even enough dinner plates and glasses for all.  
I’d helped my mom cook the family dinner for years.  
Pretty much all you have to do is put the turkey in the 
oven and boil some potatoes.  I could do that.  Plus, 
they sell those aluminum roasting pans in the grocery 
stores every year, so they must work.  And besides, who 
needs a turkey baster?  The pilgrims didn’t have those.  
Why couldn’t I just use a spoon, and ladle the drippings 
back over the turkey?  Piece of cake. 

So I set my mind to it and after weeks of preparation, 
I’d put together the perfect dinner made up mostly of 
the standard fare my family served, with a few 
traditional items we didn’t usually eat thrown in there.  I 
wanted everyone to have the full experience, 
marshmallows on the yams and all. 

Early Thanksgiving Day I woke up, started a pot of 
coffee and got to work.  I dressed the turkey and when I 
realized I didn’t have any kitchen twine to truss the bird, 
it didn’t phase me.  I just tucked the wings underneath 
the legs and popped it in the oven.   

(Continued on page 7)
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Darla Holterman:  Name Our Newsletter Contest Winner!
By Meghan Allen and the Name Our Newsletter Committee

Going along with our “Get Inspired” theme this year, 
we asked our wonderful NALS of Greater Seattle 
members to “get inspired” and submit a name for our 
newly designed newsletter.  We thought that it would 
be a great way to get our members involved, and as 
the submission came in, we realized how lucky we are 
to have such creative people among us.  We would 
like to thank the members who participated and 
submitted names for the newsletter.   

In the end there could only be one winner, and that 
was Darla Holterman of Riddell Williams, who came up 
with winning name “The Informer”.  Besides having 
bragging rights that she named our newsletter, she is 
also our November feature article.  Darla is a regular 
at our Noontime Seminars, so if you haven’t had the 
opportunity to meet and talk to Darla, we’ve have 
asked her a few questions about her creativity, 
television, being Boss of the Year, and of course what 
she loves about NALS. 

“The Informer” sounds like it could be a crime 
drama.  Do you have a favorite crime drama 
and, if so, why is it your favorite?   

I like most of the crime dramas on TV – CSI, Bones, 
NCIS, Law & Order, etc.  I rarely have time to watch 
them though so I couldn’t tell you what’s happening 
from week to week.  I like the suspense and it’s 
interesting to me how crimes are solved and how 
evidence at a crime scene can lead investigators to 
various conclusions. 

Do you have a favorite legal movie?   

Call me crazy but that old 80’s movie “From the Hip” 
still really cracks me up.  It has a serious/scary side 
too that appeals to my crime-solving curiosity. 

Have you ever been an “Informer”?   

No, not in the criminal sense of the word but I do like 
to have all the information so when I’m asked a 
question I have all the answers. 

Have you always been creative?  What your 
greatest creation to date? 

Yes, I have always had a very active imagination.  I 
am pretty proud of a poem I wrote and got published 
– that was pretty cool. 

Last year you won the NALS of Greater Seattle 
Boss of the Year award.  What advice can you 

give to others who are in a supervisory position 
such as yours? 

Communication is key.  Make sure you make yourself 
approachable and that you are constantly 
communicating with your assistant.  Every day is a new 
opportunity for your assistant to learn how to help you 
and if you ignore your assistant and make yourself 
unapproachable, they will stop asking questions and will 
ultimately leave (meaning you have to interview and hire 
someone new and start the process all over again – not 
to mention that you’ll have to do all the work by yourself 
instead of using the great resource (your assistant) 
provided to you by your firm).  You will save yourself a 
lot of grief by taking the time (even when you’re 
insanely busy) to train and talk to your assistant right 
from the beginning.  If you really are too busy to answer 
a question right away, be sure to always follow up with 
your assistant and find time to answer their question(s) 
after the crisis has passed.  

It’s pretty much guaranteed that you can be 
found at most of the NALS of Greater Seattle 
noontime seminars.  What topic have you enjoyed 
the most and what topic would you like to see 
presented? 

I like the King County Superior Court rules updates the 
most.  I find that these are the most useful seminars 
and I often go back to my desk after one of these 
(Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from last page) 

seminars and e-mail the attorneys I work for about the
changes that will impact them in their practices.  I 
would really like to hear from the Snohomish County 
and Pierce County Superior Courts.  I would like the 
opportunity to ask questions of these courts – to find 
out if e-filing is on the horizon for Snohomish County; 
to ask why we can’t submit judge’s copies online at 
Pierce County any more, etc. 

How long have you been a member of NALS? 

Almost 5 years. 

What were your reasons for joining NALS? 

Chanda Smith talked me into it and since Riddell 
Williams pays for our NALS memberships I thought it 
couldn’t hurt to be affiliated with a professional 
organization.  Of course, there are better reasons to 
join but that’s initially why I joined.   

Have your reasons for continuing your NALS 
membership changed from your initial reasons 
for joining?  

Yes, now I would join for the networking 
opportunities, the discounted Noontime seminars and 
other educational opportunities and so you can win 
cool awards like “Boss of the Year” and “Legal 
Professional of the Year” – even having the right to 
nominate people for these positions is neat. 

What’s your favorite feature in The Informer? 

My favorite articles are the articles that help me be a 
better Legal Secretary/Executive Assistant or a better 
person in general.  I like to read the articles that give 
me tips on how to do things like relieve stress, get 
better organized, etc.  I like the contests too – those 
are fun.  I haven’t won the “Where’s Eula Mae?” one 
yet though. 
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Where’s Eula Mae? 

Be the first to identify where Eula Mae is this month 
and win a fabulous prize! 

Email us at:  whereseulamae@gmail.com 

Don’t know who Eula Mae Jett is?  Learn about Eula 
at: http://www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html 

Congratulations to Virginia DeLay, Certified PLS.  
Virginia correctly guessed that Eula Mae was 

hanging out with her friends In Norfolk, Virginia at 
the NALS 57th Annual Education Conference and 
National Forum.  Read a complete review of the 

conference by following this link:  
http://www.nals.org/conferences/nationalforum/rec

ap.html 

By The Two Traveling Eulas 

 

Whatever it is you’re shopping for, it can be 
found by going to the NALS of Greater 
Seattle web page and ordering directly 
through the link to Amamzon.com.  Log on and 
start shopping today! 

http://www.nalsofwashington.org/nals/
chapter_pages/greater_seattle.htm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year the NALS of Washington Corporate Sponsor, 
Naegeli Reporting Corporation, offers a $325.00 

scholarship to help one lucky member with 
expenses for the Region 7 Conference. 

 
Our next Region 7 Conference will be held in Las Vegas, 
Nevada the weekend of June 11-14, 2009.  If funds are 

a little tight, all you have to do is write a short essay 
(500 words or less) explaining why you should be 

selected.  Essays are due Monday, March 23, 2009. 
Please submit all essays to: 

 
Mariann Fletcher, PLS 

Law office of Scott Candoo 
2115 N. 30th, Suite 201 

Tacoma, Washington  98403 
 

The winner will be chosen by Naegeli Reporting 
Corporation 

and the scholarship will be awarded at the NALS of 
Washington Annual 

Meeting and Educational Conference the weekend of 
April 3-4, 2009 
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NALS of Greater Seattle Member Spotlight
By Celine Straub, Immediate Past President

Your name: Agnes Lukyamuzi (Lou-kyums) 

Your firm: Riddell Williams P.S. 

Your title: 44th Floor Receptionist 

Your practice area:  My overall function includes
operating a multiple-line telephone, directing calls,
greeting visitors, helping with 45th floor reception
desk, scheduling conference rooms, and assisting
with the overflow of secretarial projects. 

NALS Member since: March 2008 

Current and previous NALS positions held:
None 

My favorite thing about NALS is:  I enjoy the
wealth of knowledge that NALS has to offer in the
legal community. I especially enjoy attending the
variety of monthly seminars. 

My co-workers don’t know that I: My co-
workers don’t know that I was born in Kampala,
Uganda. My family immigrated to Washington state
in 1979, shortly after Idi Amin’s reign. 

What do you like to do for recreation? I play
and compose songs on my piano. I also enjoy
watching funny comedians. 

I am most proud of:  My ability to keep moving no
matter what comes my way.  

What you like most about your job: No matter
what you think of receptionists, we ultimately have a
lot of influence. We are the first and last impression
of many institutions.     I really enjoy meeting new
people. I’m a great listener due to the nature of this
position.   

If I hadn’t selected my current career, I
would:  I would have loved to gone on tour as a
comedian. You know in life… observations are
priceless. 

How did you hear about NALS?   I have a two 
year Associates Degree in Paralegal studies. During 
my last quarter at Highline Community College, I 
attended a seminar regarding the job application 
process. Celine Straub was the guest speaker and 
brought awareness of NALS. 

Where would you most like to live?    
Somewhere warm and where the sun is ALWAYS 
shining. I visited family in Dallas last spring and 
couldn’t complain about the weather. 

If you were going to get more involved in 
NALS, what area(s) interest(s) you the most?

I’ve been studying for the PLS certification. I have 
also been reviewing the study guides available on 
the website. I’ll wait and see how I do in March.



 

Page 7NALS of GS November 2008 – The Informer 

  

(Continued from Page 1) 

About an hour or so later the doorbell rang.  One of 
my guests had arrived early to watch the game.  
Huh?!   

Hitch number one:  my family never watched sports 
and though I considered some of the folks might like 
to watch the game, I never thought to check to see 
the starting time.  Luckily I’d thought to get some 
snacks to munch on, so I plopped him down on the 
couch with some chips, dip and the relish tray and I 
went back to work. 

Hitch number two:  the turkey had been cooking a 
while, but the wonderful roasting smell wasn’t 
wafting through the air.  While dutifully basting the 
turkey with a spoon, I managed to wear a hole in 
my grocery store bought aluminum pan.  What to 
do?  Why, send the early bird on the couch out to 
the store to get another pan. 

Hitch number three:  turns out that carefully 
positioning the birds legs and wings did not work 
and the turkey started to pull apart.  This was an 

easy solution.  I didn’t have any kitchen twine, but I 
did have a cotton apron with a belt long enough to 
cut strips to tie the legs together.   

Finally the dinner was prepared, the guests were 
there and it was time to sit down to our meal.  The 
table had mismatched plates and glasses, the gravy 
was in a teapot (which turns out to be a great way 
to keep it warm), but no one seemed to care.  We 
laughed and celebrated for the rest of the evening.  
It was my favorite Thanksgiving ever.  

The point of this story is, once you make up your 
mind to do something, there should be no stopping 
you.  With a little bit of determination and a few 
good friends, anything is possible.  Many of our 
members have started studying for the March 
certification exams.  This is a great challenge and 
commitment, but with the proper planning, a lot of 
studying and the support of each other, I know that 
they will succeed.   

I hope you all have a wonderful November and a 
very happy Thanksgiving - and don’t forget the 
kitchen twine! 

Treasurer’s Report 
By Kimberly Sandstrom, Treasurer 
Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts of 
honest men; but be careful that you do not take the 
day, and leave out the gratitude. – E.P. Powell 

Happy November everyone!  I would like to take the 
opportunity in this month’s newsletter to say thank 
you.   

Thank you to the wonderful women who accompany 
me on the Board of Directors, as well as all of those 
involved in various committees.  Without your 
direction and assistance, none of the educational 
and networking opportunities would be available to 
our members (myself included).  You have truly 
outdone yourselves and your work does not go 
unnoticed. 

Thank you to our members, who faithfully attend 
our noontime CLEs and evening membership 
meetings.  You truly make our job worthwhile! 

A HUGE thank you to our various sponsors!!!  
Besides providing our members with outstanding 
products and services, you also enable us to provide 
quality educational programs at a very small price to 
our members.  We appreciate your assistance more 
than we can ever show.   

And lastly, I just want to be thankful - thankful for 
my job, my family, my friends and my life.  
Hopefully you will all take a moment and be 
thankful, too! 
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Editor’s Note:  The following is an article from the October 2008 NALS Leadership newsletter, 
Leading the Way, the Leadership Newsletter from NALS.   

Are You a Dashboard Drummer?
By Caryn S. Wolchuck, PP, PLS, CPS/CAP, NALS Certification Director 

Do you dream big?  Do you see yourself one day 
winning a Pulitzer Prize?  Or meeting George 
Clooney?  Or passing a certification exam on your
first attempt? 

I’m not a fan of American Idol, but I have been 
listening to and enjoying the latest Carrie 
Underwood album.  She must have dreamt big 
when she auditioned for the show; when she 
won, she must have been ecstatic.  Her latest 
album, “Carnival Ride,” contains a song called 
“Crazy Dreams” and she sings about reaching for 
the stars: 

I stood at the bottom of some walls I thought I 
couldn't climb 
I felt like Cinderella at the ball 
just running out of time 
So I know how it feels to be afraid 
Think that it's all gonna slip away 

Never let a bad day be enough 
To go and talk you in to giving up 

Here's to you long shots 
You dark horse runners 
Hairbrush singers, and dashboard drummers 
Here's to you wild magnolias 
Just waiting to bloom 

Written by Carrie Underwood, Barry G. Dean, 
Troy Verges, © Universal Music Publishing 
Group 

Who hasn’t had a crazy dream like competing 
on Survivor or winning the lottery?  And sitting 
for the ALS, PLS or PP exam is no different.  
You know what you want, and you study for it.  
And then one day, you get a letter in the mail 
with those coveted initials after your name, 
congratulating you on your accomplishment.  
You had that crazy dream, and it came true! 

Membership Report 
By Kathy Cusack, Certified PLS, President-Elect, Membership Director

I am pleased to announce that we have one new 
member join this past month.  His name is Abel 
Doster.  Abel was a member of the East King 
County chapter of NALS and now is a member of 
Greater Seattle.  Abel works in the legal 
department at Darigold.  Welcome Abel.  NALS of 
Greater Seattle now has 123 members.   

In the month of October, Agnes Lukyamuzi, 
Natalie Stephenson and Kay Wall celebrated their 
birthdays.  For the upcoming month of November, 
James C. Anderson, Brandy Bewley, Carol 
Cannon, Susan Hampton, Lisa Miner, Erin 
Rannels, Rayanne Sherwood and Lynn Stevens 
will be celebrating their birthdays.  We wish 
everyone a very happy day.  If you have birthdays 

in either October or November and your name is 
not mentioned, please let me know so I can 
update our records.   

One of the many benefits of being a member is 
reading Leading the Way.  Leading the Way is the 
NALS Leadership Newsletter. While it once was 
exclusive to those holding NALS Leadership 
positions, it is now available to everyone!  Here is 
a link to the last publication:  
http://www.nals.org/newsletters/leadingtheway/in
dex.html.  There are so many opportunities to 
give us leadership skills and professional 
development growth and I hope this is one you 
will enjoy.   
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Report from the State Conference  
By Celine Straub, Immediate Past President

As Immediate Past President it is not only one of my 
responsibilities but my honor to attend the state 
conferences. The Fall Education Conference this 
year was “All About Family.”  As always, the 
education was exceptional.  Besides the continuing 
legal education credits received, we went home with 
a full binder of materials. 

The conference kicked off on Friday with the Town 
and Business Meeting and Welcome Reception.  
Important dates to know are: NALS of Washington 
Super Saturday CLE, January 31, 2009; NALS 
Professional Development & Education Conference 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, March 12-14, 2009; NALS of 
Washington Annual Conference, April 3-4, 2009; 
Region 7 & 8 Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
June 11-14, 2009; and NALS Annual Conference in 
Irvine, California, October 8-11 2009.  Also 
announced was a reminder to return your ballot by 
October 31, 2008.  Our own Brynne Williamson, PP, 
PLS is nominated for Region 7 Director. 

Because the sessions this year were one hour each, 
there was more education offered.  Julie Dickens, 
partner at Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, 
Peterson & Daheim, started our Saturday morning 
speaking about pre-nuptial and post-nuptial 
agreements. The next session was John J. Meske, 
Executive Director of Faith International Adoptions 
who discussed private and open adoptions in our 

country and foreign countries. After a break 
sponsored by Fairchild Record Search, attorney Lynn 
Johnson discussed dissolutions of marriage and legal 
separations. After three informative educational 
seminars, we were all ready for lunch: a fabulous 
taco buffet.  

Breaks and lunch are always a great time to visit the 
exhibitors.  This year we had a wonderful selection: 
CourtTrax; Cookie Lee; Sensaria; Seattle Legal 
Messengers; Naegeli Reporting; Arbonne; Tini 
Pleasures; and Washington Legal Messengers.  
Sponsors included Snapdone; Tini Pleasures; and as 
I mentioned, Fairchild Record Search. ABC Legal 
Services not only distributes all our flyers but they 
donate the binder notebooks. A big thank you goes 
out to all of our exhibitors and sponsors.  

After lunch, we listened to retired attorney James A. 
Cathcart discuss parenting plans. Mr. Cathcart also 
talked about how impressed he was with NALS and 
stated that no one was more important to his 
practice than his assistant.  NALS was integral in her 
career and “can-do attitude.”  Attorney Debra Tesh 
spoke about estate planning, including the overview 
of wills, trusts, and community property 
agreements. Guardianships and important 
information regarding long term aging care was 
outlined by Robert Nettleton of Neil, Nettleton, & 
Neil.  The final session included probate and 
distribution of assets summarized by Robert 
Michaels of Smith Alling Lane.  

State conferences are extremely informative and 
educational.  Taking a weekend away from family 
and friends is always a struggle but if you do decide 
to invest in your career by attending a NALS 
seminar, you won’t be disappointed. 

NALS of GS Immediate Past President, Celine Straub
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NALS of Greater Seattle October Membership Meeting Recap

Lisa Miner, past NALS president and lifetime 
member (and current ALA president) was the 
featured speaker at the October 14, 2008 
membership meeting/dinner at Rock Bottom 
Brewery.  Lisa treated attendees to an entertaining 
and inclusive conversation about "Professionalism in 
the Workplace".  Due to her extensive experience in 
the legal world -- particularly from the administrative 
standpoint -- she was able to illustrate her points 
with very on-point (and hilarious) stories about 
some very unprofessional moments she has 
witnessed over the years. 

Here are some highlights from her presentation:  

1.  Don't Practice Law.  If you are in a position 
where you are in contact with clients, remember 
that there is a fine line between being helpful and 
practicing law.  If you cross that line, your attorney 
could lose his or her license (and it won't do your 
career any good, either!)  If you are not sure 
whether or not something you are about to say 
constitutes legal advice, don’t say it: get an answer 
from an attorney.   

For those who have not read it already, here is the 
Washington State rule defining the Practice of Law: 
http://www.courts.wa.gov/court_rules/?fa=court_rul
es.display&group=ga&set=GR&ruleid=gagr24  

2.  Keep confidences.  Most people know not to 
discuss firm business in front of outsiders, but bear 
in mind that outsiders can be encountered 
anywhere, anytime.  The person on the elevator 
may work for opposing counsel; the person in the 
booth next to you at happy hour could work for your 
client, etc.  Again, err on the side of caution: don't 
say anything about your firm's cases, or internal 
affairs, in a public place (or public areas of the office 
where opposing counsel/clients could be 
encountered) that you wouldn't want published on 
the front page of the newspaper.  The same goes 
for talk about your coworkers: when in doubt about 
confidences, apply the Golden Rule: "Would I want 
my attorney -- or my coworkers -- saying this about 
me in public?" 

3.  Google can be used by anybody…even people 
you want to impress.  More and more 
employers/potential employers are "googling" 
people these days, so be prudent about the 
content of your Facebook/MySpace account, blog, 
and what-have-you.  Lisa recounted a story in 
which she hired a person for a large firm who, 

when an attorney looked him up online, had a 
blog full of rants about how awful he thought 
attorneys were...and a picture of himself sporting 
Spider-Man underpants.  Naturally, this caused 
him some embarrassment when he arrived at his 
new job.  It pays to google yourself now and then 
to see what your name is linked to…and 
remember, web pages never die; they get 
archived. 

4.  Professional dress, boiled down to one failsafe 
rule:  if you are unsure whether a given article of 
clothing is work-appropriate, it isn't -- go back and 
change.  Dress codes very widely by firm, 
depending on the culture, but this rule works to 
eliminate items that will cause serious 
embarrassment (like, for example, the assistant 
with the tube top miniskirt with whom Lisa had to 
have a "chat" about dress codes).  Lisa provided 
attendees with a handout that included more 
extensive information about professional dress as 
well as email etiquette and other topics. 

Thanks, Lisa, for an informative and fun evening!  
The next membership meeting, on November 11, 
2008, will feature Buzz Wheeler, Program 
Coordinator/Faculty Member of Highline 
Community College's Paralegal Program, on "Legal 
Writing".  1 Hour CLE credit is available for this 
meeting.  RSVPs are due by November 7th, so 
email me today to reserve your spot at 
nstephenson@kellerrohrback.com 

By Natalie Stephenson, NALS of GS Member
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Summary Minutes:  October Board of Directors Meeting

The monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of 
NALS of Greater Seattle, held at the offices of Perkins 
Coie, on October 2, 2008, was called to order by 
President, Brynne Williamson, Certified PP, PLS at 
12:03pm. 

The September 8, 2008, Board of Director Meeting 
minutes were reviewed and stand approved. 

Consent Agenda Items:  The Consent Agendas 
were reviewed and stand approved. 

1. Consent Agenda Discussion Items. 

     A.  President-Elect and Membership Director. 

 (1) Registration for Tulsa.  Kathy Cusack, 
Certified PLS, stated she would handle the 
registrations.  Kim Sandstrom stated that there was 
plenty of money in the budget right now in order to 
meet the early bird deadline. 

 (2) Chapter Pins.  Kathy reported that she 
would like to table this matter until we are able to see 
a sample pin. 

 (3) Permission to order new membership pins. 
Kathy would like to table this matter until she is able 
to speak to the State Board. 

 (4) Milestone anniversary certificates.  Kathy 
asked and the board agreed that we should give out 5 
and 10 year certificates to members.  It was 
suggested we do this at the Installation/Awards 
Banquet. 

 (5) Should NALS of GS sponsor a first-time 
attendee at a State meeting?  See below – Action 
Items. 

      B.  Immediate Past President.   

 (1) How to be a benefit to our sponsors and 
exhibitors.  Celine Straub reminded us that we need to 
make sure our sponsors and exhibitors feel a benefit 
to donating. 

      C.  Treasurer. 

 (1) The Board agreed that it would be fine to 
use the same insurance agent for our bond that NALS 
of Washington does. 

      D.  Education Director.  Noting. 

      E. Certification Director.  Nothing. 

      F. Marketing Director.  Nothing. 

2. Other Business/Discussion Items. 

      A. Membership Meetings. 

 (1) Details discussed for the October 14, 2008, 
“Professionalism in the Workplace”, presented by Lisa 
Miner. 

 (2) Details discussed for the November 11, 
2008, “Legal Writing”, by Buzz Wheeler. 

 (3) Details discussed for the December 9, 
2008, NALS Holiday Volunteer Event at the Food 
Lifeline. 

      B.  November 8, 2008 Court Day. 

 (1) The Saturday Seminar Committee 
continues to work on details for the seminar. 

      C.  Upcoming Deadlines Discussed. 

3. Action Items. 

      A.  Board agreed to go through same agent for 
bond as NALS of Washington.  No motion needed. 

      B.  Kathy made a motion to do a raffle or drawing 
for the attendees to the Saturday Court Day Seminar 
for a free registration to the State Super Saturday CLE. 
The motion was seconded.  Without further 
discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 

4. New Business. 

      A.  Brynne stated she would like to set up a 
separate meeting to discuss recommendations given 
through the Student focus groups that were done last 
year. 

      B.  Brynne stated she will call out to NALS 
members to be Student Mentors. 

      C.  NALS of GS has books for members to borrow 
to study for the PLS which are currently with Riddell 
Williams. 

5. Next Meeting.  November 6, 2008, located at 
Perkins Coie. 

Adjournment.   

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:47p.m. 

 



 

Page 13NALS of GS November 2008 – The Informer 

It’s All About Family:  NALS of Washington Fall Education 
Conference – October 3-4, 2008 – Gig Harbor, Washington

It was a dark and stormy night…but on October 3rd, 
the folks at the NALS of Washington Fall Conference 
didn’t mind.  They were all too busy attending 
seminars and having a great time catching up with old 
and new friends. 

Jan Manberg, PLS, NALS of Washington Membership 
Director, opened the Town Meeting with a Skittles Ice 
Breaker.  Everyone in the room was asked to take one
candy out of her bag of Skittles and answer a question 
depending on the color of Skittle she chose.   

While we happily munched on our candy, Mariann 
Fletcher, PLS, continued the Town Meeting with 
reports from the Region 7 Meeting and the NALS 
Conference in Norfolk.  Mariann reported that the 
January 31, 2009 NALS of Washington Super Saturday 
CLE would be held at Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, 
Malanca, Peterson & Daheim LLP, in Tacoma, 
Washington.  She also announced that the 2010 NALS 
Annual Education Conference and National Forum 
would be held in Branson, Missouri.   

The topics on Saturday were arranged so that they 
went through the life of a client, beginning with 
Prenuptial and Post Nuptial Agreements and ending 
with a seminar on Probate and the Distribution of 
Assets.  Seminars on Adoption, Dissolution, Parenting 
Plans, Estate Planning and Guardianships were 
scheduled accordingly throughout the day. 

Julie Dickens, a partner at Gordon, Thomas, 
Honeywell, Malanca, Peterson & Daheim LLP, 
presented the seminar on Prenuptial Agreements.  She 
pointed out that, for the agreement to be enforceable, 
each party must have adequate representation.  She 
also recommended that a clear record of the drafts be 
kept to show that there has been a sufficient amount 
of give and take in the negotiating process between 
the parties. 

A good prenuptial agreement gives full and fair 
disclosure of all assets of each party, but, for security 
reasons, should only include partial account numbers.  
Ms. Dickens recommended that the wealthier party 

give an amount of consideration at the get-go in order 
to bolster the contract’s enforceability. 

During the Recognition Luncheon, Jan Manberg 
introduced the 11 first time attendees gave them 
goodie bags and allowed them to introduce 
themselves.  The lunch concluded with the 
announcement of the winner of the NALS Foundation 
Scales of Justice Award.  This award was presented to 
Naegeli Reporting Corporation for their continued 
support of NALS and the legal community.  To learn 
more about the Scales of Justice Award, or to make a 
nomination, see: 
http://www.nals.org/foundation/scalesofjustice/index.
html 

By Brynne Williamson, Certified PP, PLS, President

Amy Jean Doran, Jan Manberg, PLS, NALS of WA Membership 
Director, Mariann Fletcher, PLS, NALS of WA President, Marina 
Anna Baker, PLS, NALS of WA Certification Director, and Debi 
Smith, NALS of WA Marketing Director 
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 President-Elect: NALS of Washington Fall Meeting Report
By Kathy Cusack, Certified PLS, President-Elect, Membership Director

Earlier this month I attended the Annual Fall 
Conference put on by NALS of Washington at the Inn 
at Gig Harbor.  It was nice to be inside while we had 
such stormy weather outside.  Greater Seattle had 
seven members (Brynne Williamson, Certified PP, PLS, 
Celine Straub, Kathy Cusack, Certified PLS, Rita 
Bushard, Certified PP, PLS, Dona Harris, Pattie 
Ruitman and Rebekah Casner) attend which was 
wonderful.  We had 11 people come that had never 
been to a state meeting before.  Three of the first-
timers were students from Bates College.  The new 
attendees all came for the education and networking.  
This is so encouraging.   

The topic for the weekend was Family Law, and while 
this may not pertain to everyone, we always learn 
something new which I think is the purpose of going 
to these conferences.  It is fun to watch students at 
these conferences.  They seen to really be enthusiastic 
and want to learn all that they can.  There was a total 
of 7 hours of CLE credits given which is a lot of credits 

for one day.  Some of you might not need credits but 
those of you out there who want to re-certify for 
either the PLS or PP certifications, this is an easy way 
of doing it.  I attended all of the presentations but the 
one that stood out the most to me was John J. Meske, 
Executive Director of Faith International Adoptions, a 
non-profit child placing agency.  Mr. Meske was a 
former prosecutor in King County wherein his duties 
included the criminal prosecution of defendants 
charged with crimes against children.  He said that this 
was very hard to do day after day and he felt he 
needed to get on the side of saving children.  He 
founded Faith International Adoptions and helps 
people adopt children in the countries of China, 
Vietnam, Nepal, Panama and Mexico.  He, himself, has 
adopted a little girl from China.  Their goal is "uniting 
orphaned children with permanent loving parents" and 
he was very passionate about this.  Most of us listened 
to him talking and got chills hearing what he does.   

All in all, it was a good weekend and I so encourage 
any of you to try a state meeting.  The networking is 
good, and always I learn something new.  This is the 
second time NALS has used The Inn at Gig Harbor.  It 
is a lovely little Inn and the people are very helpful.  
Everything was set up nicely for a conference.  We 
had some wonderful Exhibitors too.  Virginia De Lay 
with Cookie Lee Jewelry, Paulette Pettis, a new 
member and Exhibitor with lots of intriguing "Tini 
Treasures", Naegeli, Sensaria, Washington Legal 
Messengers, CourtTrax, to name just a few.  It is 
always fun to see what new things our Exhibitors offer 
and to hopefully win some wonderful item that they 
bring to every conference.   

The next event sponsored by NALS of Washington will 
be Super Saturday CLE on Saturday, January 31 in 
Tacoma, Washington.  Hope to see many of you there.
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We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

NALS of Greater Seattle 

Our Mission Statement…
NALS is dedicated to enhancing the competencies and contributions of 
members in the legal services profession. NALS accomplishes its mission 
and supports the public interest through: 

• Continuing legal education and resource materials; 
• Networking opportunities at the local, state, regional, and 

national levels; 
• Commitment to a Code of Ethics and professional 

standards; 
• Professional certification programs and designations. 

Your Ad Could Be Here! 

 
The Official NALS Blog is Now Online! 

Enjoy information form the President and President-Elect as well as 
from the Resource Center Staff...use insideNALS to keep up to date 

on what is going on with NALS! 

The NALS of Greater Seattle Board has approved advertising rates 
for the Newsletter, effective immediately, as follows: 

*Note:  10% Discount will apply for the companies who sponsor 
any part of two or more meetings and/or provide goods or services 
to NALS of Greater Seattle, which reduces expenses. 
Contact Chanda M. Smith, Marketing Director for more 
information.   


