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By Kathy Cusack, Certified PLS, President

UPCOMING EVENTS:

v October 13, 2009 – Membership Meeting, 
“Skip Tracing”, Crowne Plaza.

v October 15, 2009 – Noontime Seminar, 
“Update of Local Federal Rules”, Riddell 
Williams.

v November 7, 2009 – “Technology Day”, 
Location TBD

v November 10, 2009 – Membership Meeting, 
“Social Networking Sites”, Crowne Plaza.

v November 19, 2009 – Noontime Seminar, 
“Interpreting Financial Reports”, Riddell 
Williams. 

“Begin today to think of your position as a Career, 
Not just a Job”

NALS did more for me than anything else in my thinking 
of my position as a legal secretary as a career and not 
just a job.  NALS made me realize that we are 
professionals and if we go to the seminars and take 
classes we are only making ourselves better in our 
particular job.  It doesn’t matter what our title is, we are 
professionals.  With that being said, here are some 
interesting definitions of titles in our profession taken 
from our "Advance Manual for the Lawyer's Assistant".  

Administrative Assistant.    Duties could vary
depending on size of the office.  The assistant serves as 
a liaison between the lawyer(s) and clients, accepting 
calls from clients and lawyers as assigned.  Some of the 
duties include:  (a) maintain and monitor lawyer's 
calendar; (b) receive correspondence; (c) keep tickler 
system, review all incoming mail, setting reminders if 
needed; (d) prepare legal documents, correspondence, 
etc. from dictation or other means; (e) keep lawyers 
times records (f) open and close files; and (g) perform all 
other tasks assigned.  

Legal Secretary/Lawyer's Assistant.    The specific 
duties of a legal secretary/lawyer's assistant depend 
upon size, structure and nature of the office.  Some of 
duties include:  (a) prepare legal documents, 
correspondence from dictation or other means; 
(b) compose and keyboard legal documents, pleadings, 
discovery and correspondence; (c) prepare minutes of 
meetings; (d) read and route mail; (e) screen calls, 
answer phones, take messages, arrange conference 
calls, etc.; (f) file and keep up-to-date records; 
(g) coordinate daily workflow; and (h) perform all other 
tasks assigned. 

Paralegal/Legal Assistant.    The paralegal/legal 
assistant is a member of the legal team who performs 

(Continued on next page)
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tasks assigned by the lawyer with minimal supervision. 
There are non-lawyers who assist but do not engage in 
the practice of law.  Lawyers have the ultimate 
responsibility.  Some of the duties of a paralegal/legal 
assistant are:  (a) draft routine correspondence; 
(b) develop knowledge of procedural law and law library; 
(c) interview clients; (d) draft legal documents; 
(e) prepare for trial; (f) assist in closings; (g) record and 
draft corporate minutes; and (h) perform all other legal 
tasks assigned by supervising lawyer.  

The duties listed are just a few of what all of do day-to-
day.  Some of us cross over and do all the duties listed 
above.  We should all take pride in what we do and I 
know all of you in NALS are wonderful examples of each 
of the positions above.  

That is why we all continue to come to our noontime 
seminars, nighttime meetings and educational 
conferences, to make us professional in what we do.  
Thank you all for continuing to support NALS and keep 
up the good work in whichever position you find yourself.  

I would like to take a minute to let you know that I 

attended the Fall Conference last weekend sponsored 
by NALS of Washington.  As usual, it was fun to see 
members from other chapters, meet some interesting 
new vendors and meet first time attendees to the 
conference.  I so would like to encourage all of you to 
attend any of the state conferences.  I always get lots of 
enjoyment out of going and learn something new each 
time.  

I look forward to seeing you at our next membership 
meeting at the Crowne Plaza Hotel and at our next 
noontime seminar.  Thank you all. 
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Membership Corner
By Jessica Smith, Certified PLS, President Elect and Membership Chair

On Saturday, September 19, I attended the NALS of 
Washington Fall Conference.  The conference was filled
with interesting topics.  Also, I got the chance to see 
some old friends, as well as meet new ones.  Sure, 
conferences are all about the educational stuff, but you 
also get the chance to network with other legal 
professionals, as well as vendors that can help us with 
our day to day work duties.  I encourage each of you to 
attend a local, state, or national conference this year –
you won’t be disappointed!

It has come to our attention that members may not be 
aware that the NALS dues have increased.  I apologize 
for not making this announcement in our local 
newsletter.  However, an updated application is attached 
to this publication for your reference.  Please begin using 
the updated application for future sign-ups.  Thank you 
☺.

The THINK BIG! project is still underway! You may 
recall, we have been challenged to increase our region’s 

membership.  That means we need to retain members, 
as well as bring in new members.  I ask all members to 
strive to recruit one new member and/or bring back a 
member; remind them of the importance of NALS and 
the wonderful opportunities the association has to offer!  
We are competing with the other 7 regions to achieve a 
net gain of at least 10% and if we win, NALS will host a 
reception at our 2010 region meeting.

NALS of Greater Seattle has a lot of good education and 
a couple fun events planned for the year, I hope you will 
join us!

This is your organization and the Board is here to take in 
your ideas and help you achieve your goals.  If you have 
any comments or ideas to share, or if you’d like to serve 
on a committee, please feel free to email me at 
jsmith@karrtuttle.com, or give me a call at 
(206) 224-8296.

Let’s Talk Money – Part 3
By Elizabeth (Liz) Furhmann, Treasurer 
Now that you have set yourself a goal, and are 
interested in obtaining an investment with a higher 
interest rate, I bet you’re wondering what options are out 
there to help you accomplish this goal.  

A very low risk option is a Certificate of Deposit (CD).  
CD’s are commonly offered by your national or local 
bank branches and credit unions.  There are some other 
riskier CD’s available that are not offered through banks 
and credit unions, but I will not be discussing those in 
this article.  

A Certificate of Deposit (CD) is a deposit that you make 
with the bank or credit union that you agree not to have 
access to for a specified amount of time.  You should 
consider investing in a CD as if you are making a loan to 
the bank.  In exchange for loaning the bank this money, 
you earn interest.  The time period in which you will have 
no access to your money depends on the CD selected 
and, can be a short as 3 months to as long as 60 
months.  The longer and greater the amount of money 
put into a CD usually returns a higher rate of return 
(interest).  There is a penalty for early redemption of 
CD’s; these penalties are usually six months interest or a 
specific dollar amount.  Be careful and review all of the
other available interest earning potentials available to 
you -- sometimes your typical savings account earns a 
higher interest than a CD.

Currently at one of the local credit unions in Seattle a 3 
month CD yields (returns) 0.80% with a minimum $1,000 

balance requirement and dividends are paid at maturity.  
A 12 month CD yields 1.70% with a minimum $500 
balance requirement with dividends paid quarterly.  A 36 
month “Bump” CD yields 2.35% with a minimum $1,000 
balance requirement with dividends paid quarterly.  A 
“Bump” CD is one that allows the holder (you) to bump 
up the interest rate (within bank restrictions and 
assuming the general interest rate has gone up) usually 
for one time during the life of the CD.

(Continued on next page)
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Another thing to consider is spreading your investment 
money over several CD’s with different maturity dates.  If 
you have $5,000 you may want to consider breaking this 
amount down and investing in several different CD’s.  
For example, you could break this $5,000 into the 
following CD’s each of which has a different maturity 
date and yields a different interest rate for you; the 
example is only a hypothetical of how you might consider 
breaking out your money. 

$500 into a 3 month CD & 0.80% return 
$500 into a 6 month CD & 1.25% return 
$1,000 into a 9 month CD & 1.50% return 
$500 into a 12 month CD & 1.70% return 
$1,000 into a 24 month CD & 2.00% return 
$1,000 into a 36 month CD & 2.35% return
$500 into a 60 month CD & 3.00% return

If you do decide to break your overall investment money 
into several smaller CD’s you will always be able to earn 
the best interest rates, you will always have money held 
in CD’s maturing at different time intervals and in the 
event you need access to this investment money you will 
not have to wait too long for it to mature.  

Of course, the more CD’s you have money invested in, 
the more you have to keep track of.  Be careful and keep 
track of maturity dates.  Some banks, if they do not 
receive instructions from you prior to the maturity date, 
will automatically roll over your investment straight into 
another CD.  Sometimes you can inform the bank at the 
purchase of your CD that you do not want your CD upon 
maturity to automatically roll over into another CD.  

As with all investments, be careful, do your homework 
and decide if you trust the institution enough to give 
them your money as an investment.

Certification Report 
By Christie S. Reynolds, Certified PP, PLS, Certification Director 

NALS offers three levels of certification based on your experience in the legal field:

• Accredited Legal Secretary (ALS)—basic certification for legal professionals with one year of general office 
experience and/or successful completion of the NALS Legal Training Course or accredited business/legal course.

• Professional Legal Secretary (PLS)—advanced certification for legal professionals with three years of 
experience in the legal field.

• Professional Paralegal (PP)—certification for legal professionals with five years of experience performing 
paralegal/legal assistant duties.

The exams cover subjects such as grammar, office procedures, ethics, and substantive law.  

Our chapter offers grants to assist with the cost of study materials and the exam fee.  If you have any questions on 
applying for a grant or anything else regarding certification, please contact me at creynolds@curranfirm.com.
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Where’s Eula Mae?

Whatever it is you’re shopping for, it can be found 
by going to the NALS of Greater Seattle web page 
and ordering directly through the link to 
Amamzon.com.  Log on and start shopping today!

http://www.nalsofwashington.org/nals/chap
ter pages/greater_seattle.htm

Don’t know who Eula Mae Jett is?  Check out our 
organization’s history: 

http://www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html

CLUE NUMBER 6:

Some consider this the 

“Nectar of the Gods”

Eula Mae has been traveling a lot this past year and now she needs a 
rest.  So, she is going to stay in one location until someone finds her.  
Therefore, this year there will be clues each month and the first one to 
guess exactly where Eula Mae is will win a grand prize.  Keep track of 
the clues and when you think you might know where Eula Mae is just 
email me at:  kcusack@perkinscoie.com.  Good Luck!!

Happy Birthday!!

Lacosta Brown Lykowski, ALS – 10/28

Lynn A. Stevens – 10/26

Mark Walters – 10/8

www.nalsofwashington.org/nals/chap
www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html
http://www.nalsofwashington.org/nals/chap
http://www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html
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By Amylyn Reidling, Education Director
An Oktoberfest of Education!
I am excited to share with everyone the education we 
have lined up for you in the month of October.  First, we 
have our evening meeting on October 13, 2009.  By now 
you should have received the flyer for this seminar.  If 
not, there is another one in this issue of The Informer.  

REMINDER – we have changed the location of the 
evening meetings.  We are now holding these meetings 
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1113 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, 
WA 98101.  Unlike the last few years, we will need you 
to order your dinner when you register for the seminar.  
The dinner choices are listed on the flyer.  

For this seminar, our presenter is Roger Dunn of Roger 
E. Dunn & Co., Inc.  Mr. Dunn is a consultant with over 
30 years of experience in civil and criminal 
investigations.  Mr. Dunn will be showing us how to track 
people down using the free resources available to us on 
the internet.  This is a skill that every legal assistant and 
paralegal should have.  Imagine how impressed your 
attorney(s) will be when you can find that illusive person 
by going beyond the basics to find someone.

Second, our October noontime seminar is all about 
upcoming changes to the Federal Courts e-filing system.  
Valerie Barber from the United States District Court, 
Western District of Washington, will be our presenter.  
There are some new and exciting things coming our way 
from the federal courts, so this is a seminar that you 

don’t want to miss.

November has even more education coming your way!  
Save the date for our November 10, evening meeting 
with our very own Brynne Williamson, PP, PLS.  She will 
be showing all of us some of the available social 
networking sites and how to use them.  Knowledge of 
these websites and information portals, and how to use 
them, is becoming a must have job skill and networking 
tool.  November 14, we are having our annual fall 
Saturday CLE and this year it is all about technology!  
We have speakers lined up to show us the tips and tricks 
for Powerpoint, Outlook, Excel and WORD.  There will 
also be a speaker to discuss metadata and some of the 
ways to strip your documents of this unwanted data.  
Finally, on November 19, we have Kevin Grambush 
from Brueggeman & Johnson, Yeanoplos PC to show us 
how to read and interpret financial reports.

I hope that you, the members, are as excited about the 
educational opportunities for October and November as I 
am!  

As always, please drop me a line, call me, or send me 
an email if there is something specific you would like one 
to the speakers above to address specifically, or if you 
have any topics that you would like to see NALS of 
Greater Seattle bring to our educational lineup.

It’s All About the Lapel Pins!

It's autumn and all we are talking about are Lapel PINS 
PINS PINS.  At the NALS of Washington Fall meeting on 
September 19, 2009, we presented our NEW NALS of 
Greater Seattle Lapel Pin.  Please help us get our name 
out there, and show your support, by wearing your NALS 
pin.  Get one for your boss to thank them for supporting 
you in NALS.  I have several and will happily mail you 
one.  The cost is only $5 each ($7 if mailed).  What a 
small price to pay to make NALS a household name.

Here's an idea.  No matter what you do, no matter where 
you go, WEAR your NALS pin.  If you are missing a 
button on your top, replace it with the pin.  If your neck is 
cold and you are wearing your scarf, wear it as a broach.  
Instead of buttoning your cardigan, wrap it and pin at the 
waist.   Replace the top button on your suit jacket with 
the NALS pin, of course temporarily.  Add a pin to a long 
necklace, like a pendant, or loop a long necklace around 
and pin the strands together. Scatter three or four pins 
across the neckline of a dress.  Wear pins anywhere.  
Pins can go on handbags, belts and even shoes.  Attach 
a scarf to your outfit with a pin.  Use pins to hold up the 
brim of a hat or place several pins around the band.  The 
most ho-hum place to wear a pin is on the shoulder.  
THINK BIG!

By La Shona D. Fairman, Certified ALS, Marketing Director

Lastly, please send me any ideas on potential sponsors.  
If you have a favorite vendor and would like to see them 
at our conference, please let me know.  Send me their 
contact information via email at 
lfairman@perkinscoie.com, telephone at (206) 359-
6292, or mail at Perkins Coie LLP, 1201 Third Avenue, 
Suite 4800, Seattle, WA  98101.

I look forward to your suggestions!
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Summary of the NALS of GS Board of Directors Meeting
By Meghan J. Allen, Corporate Secretary and Publication Chair

The meeting of the Board of Directors of NALS of 
Greater Seattle, held at the offices of Perkins Coie, on 
August 29, 2009, was called to order by President 
Kathleen Cusack, Certified PLS at 9:05 am. 
Present at the meeting were:
Kathleen A. Cusack, 
Certified PLS

President

Jessica Smith, Certified 
PLS

President-Elect

Brynne A. Williamson, 
Certified PP, PLS

Immediate Past President

Meghan J. Allen Corporate Secretary

Elizabeth (Liz) Fuhrmann Treasurer

Christie Reynolds, 
Certified PP, PLS

Certification Director

Amylyn Riedling Education Director

La Shona D. Fairman, 
Certified ALS

Marketing Director

Consent Agenda Items

A. President

Awards Chair.   We need to know the date of the 
Installation so that the announcements can be made
about nominations for awards.  The installation will be on 
April 13, 2010.  Further discussion was tabled until next 
board meeting.

NALS of Greater Seattle Pin.  We will initially order 100 
pins and sell them to the membership for $5.00.  The pin 
will have a silver outline.  The picture inside the pin will 
be in black and white.  Brynne suggested that the NALS 
logo be included to the left of the “NALS of GREATER 
SEATTLE” on the bottom.  The logo can be downloaded 
on the NALS leadership page.  It was agreed that the 
$5.00 charge would be inclusive of tax.

B. President-Elect and Membership Chair

Meet and Greet.  The Meet & Greet was a great event.   
It was mentioned that we should make chairs available 
for people to sit.  Another suggestion was that the food 
table be at the center of the room.  The vendors were 
really pleased with the event 

The other suggestion was to have bags available for the 
items attendees pick up from the vendor tables.  We can 
have stickers made that look like the pin, purchase plan 
brown paper bags, and put our stickers on them.  These 
can be used for vendor materials, instead of having to 
find a sponsor for the bags.

Volunteer Night/Charity Ideas.  There was discussion 
about Adopt-a-Road/Highway.  There is the traditional 

option which would mean that we would have to “clean 
or pick up the adopted road/highway” four times a year.  
There was concern with that option because there would 
probably be the same people showing up for those clean 
ups.  We will continue looking into this idea.  For the 
meantime we will continue collecting food for Food 
LifeLine.  

C. Treasurer

Budget.  The budget was reviewed line by line.  
Additions and deletions were made where necessary.  
The 2009-2010 Budget stands approved as amended.

D. Certification Director

The Nuts and Bolts of Grammar CD.  For those people 
taking the test in March, it would be nice to have a 
seminar before then.  There are also slides and handout 
materials.  We need to find someone who knows 
grammar and can teach it.  It needs to be someone 
energetic and someone who is going to make it 
interesting.

Action Items

Crowne Plaza Proposal.  Rock Bottom was hard to deal 
with.  The new contact person at Rock Bottom 
responded to Kathy’s inquiries.  Director of Catering at 
Crowne Plaza, Kim Straight, would really like us to come 
back to Crowne Plaza and has offered an exceptional 
contract.  

Location of Membership Meetings.   It was decided that 
Membership meetings will be at the Crowne Plaza.  

Increase to Education Budget.  A Motion was made and 
seconded that the budget for Education be increased 
from $150 to $300 to accommodate the purchase of the 
Nuts of Bolts of Grammar CD.  The motion was carried 
by a majority vote and with no further discussion, the 
motion was passed. It was decided that this purchase 
would be included under the Education Director instead 
as it will be used for an educational seminar.

Board Resolutions on Bylaws.  

A. Membership Meetings.  

A Motion was made and seconded that regular 
meetings be held one time each year, times and date to 
be determined by the Board.  The motion was carried by 
a majority vote and with no further discussion, the motion 
was passed.    

A motion is needed to change the Bylaws to 
require at least one membership meeting per year, 
modify Article 5, Section 2 of the Bylaws to read:

“that at least one regular membership meeting 
held per year.”

(Continued on next page)
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B. Vacancy of Board Positions. 

A Motion was made and seconded to change 
the language in the Bylaws in Article VII Section 4 to 
include the language in Article VI Section 4 to read: 

‘In the event of a vacancy in a Board of Directors 
position, such vacancy shall be filled by a vote of the 
majority of the sitting Board of Directors, based upon a 
candidate recommended by the Board of Directors by 
the nominating committee.’

Without further discussion the motion was passed 
unanimously.
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NALS of Greater Seattle Member Spotlight
By Celine Straub, NALS of Greater Seattle Member

Your name:   Catherine Melland

Your firm: Oles Morrison Rinker & Baker

Your title: Legal Secretary

NALS Member since: 2004

Current and previous NALS positions held:  N/A

Education/Certifications:  Attended Fresno City 
College in California.  Certificate from Legal 
Secretarial Studies at Barclay College in 
Sacramento, California, 1986.  I am planning to get 
an ALS through the NALS program.

My favorite thing about NALS is: Definitely the 
educational seminars.  I have been very impressed 
with the speakers.  The networking between the 
legal communities is very important as well.

My co-workers don’t know that I:   Was planning 
to attend the California Institute of the Arts to 
become a professional dancer when I was 18.  I 
injured my knee in an automobile accident that year 
and had to give up a life of dancing.

What do you like to do for recreation?  Travel, 
Travel, Travel.  I am dating a French man from Paris 
and am very fortunate to have a home base there 
from which to travel throughout Europe.  We love to 
travel by car to really see how people live in the 
smaller cities and villages.  I also enjoy photography 

which comes in handy while traveling!

What you like most about your job?  Litigation.  Call 
me crazy but I enjoy the pressure and deadlines of 
litigation.  Doing a good job and knowing that I am 
appreciated is also top of my list.  
What are your career goals?  I would say to keep up 
with the changing times.  Keeping myself educated in all 
the new programs, rules, laws, etc. is important.

If I hadn’t selected my current career, I would:   Have 
liked to own my own travel company.  I really enjoy 
finding hotels and making itineraries for my friends who 
are traveling throughout Europe.  
How did you hear about NALS?  From my colleagues 
who are also members.

Where would you most like to live?  South of France.  
The plan is to retire there.

Where is your favorite place to vacation?  Europe.  
Meeting new people and learning the different cultures is 
my favorite thing to do.

Do you have any suggestions regarding whom to 
“spotlight” in the future?  My colleague, Judy Morland.   
She has been in the legal field for many years and she is 
my go-to person at work.
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How I Won *$2500 
By Brynne Williamson, Certified PP, PLS, Immediate Past President

As Immediate Past President of our chapter, it was my 
privilege to attend the NALS of Washington Fall 
Education Conference.  Tucked away at the Best 
Western in Tukwila, I, along with a nice mix of members 
and non-members, enjoyed a weekend of great 
education and lots of fun.

NALS of Washington’s Immediate Past President, 
Mariann Fletcher, PLS, opened the Town Meeting with 
the presentation of last year’s President’s Award to Jan 
Manberg, PLS.  Jan was also recognized as being 
Officer of the Year.  

At the request of Sam Schmit, PP, PLS, NALS of 
Washington President, I gave a report of national 
happenings, including our region’s standing in the Think 
Big contest.  Currently Region 7 is in fourth place, but I 
expect our ranking to get better, due to the many 
projects we have going on and to the enthusiasm of our 
members.  

Our Chapter’s President and NALS of Washington 
President-Elect, Kathy Cusack, PLS, updated everyone 
regarding the 2010 NALS Region 7 meeting.  The 
meeting will be hosted by NALS of Washington June 24-
26, 2010, at the Crowne Plaza in Seattle.  The theme for 
the conference is “Follow the Yellow Brick Road to the 
Emerald City.”  Kathy also encouraged NALS of 
Washington members to sign up for a committee for this 
conference.

The chapter leaders were then given the opportunity to 
announce their upcoming local events.  NALS of Greater 
Seattle is having their Mariner’s Game Kickoff Party on 
September 29, 2009.  NALS of Pierce County is having a 
Court Rules/Procedures seminar on October 3, 2009 
and will host their very popular Annual Bosses Night on 
November 12, 2009 at the Emerald Queen Casino.  

Next Marina Anna Baker, PLS, announced that, as the 
NALS of Washington Foundation Liaison, she was 
selling raffle tickets to win a “Slanket” generously 
donated by Carolann Hughes, PP, PLS.

After the conclusion of the Town Meeting, Sam called 
the Membership Meeting to order.  NALS of Greater 
Seattle’s Marketing Director and state Non-Dues Chair, 
La Shona Fairman, ALS, read the NALS Code of Ethics.

The membership in attendance approved the minutes 
from the Annual Membership Meeting, as published in 
the Legally Speaking and NALS of Washington 
Secretary, Jeanne M. Barrans, PP, PLS, gave a recap of 
that afternoon’s Board of Director’s meeting.

Next, reports were given by the following board 
members and committee chairs:

Treasurer, Denise Holt, reported the balances of the 
state’s accounts and noted that the State has funds to 

purchase additional non-dues items.

Certification Director, Jo Yantz, PLS, announced that 
four members would be sitting for the September exams 
with an additional three sitting for the exams in March.  
She is very pleased to have so much interest in 
certification.

Marketing Director, Amy Jean Doran, announced NALS 
of Washington’s new corporate Sponsor, Seattle Legal 
Messengers 
(http://seattlelegalmessengers.com/home.html).  She 
also reported that our organization now has logo pens to 
give away as marketing tools.  Please contact Amy Jean 
directly to obtain pens to use and to give away.

Membership Director, Jennifer Endres, announced that 
the current membership total for NALS of Washington 
was 243.  Jennifer also announced that each attendee at 
the conference would receive $2,500 in NALS bucks to 
use at the 2010 NALS of Washington Annual meeting.  *I 
was thrilled to receive my NALS bucks; you can get 
NALS bucks too, just contact Jennifer directly for more 
information.

Technology Chair, Arletta Gustafson - Arletta was not 
able to attend the membership meeting on Friday night.  
In her place, Sam reported that the website is under 
construction.

Audit Committee, Bridget Allen, PLS, Jessica Smith, 
PLS, and Ginny Culver, PLS - Kathy presented the audit 
report on behalf of the Audit Committee.  After reviewing 
the books of the Association, the committee found that 
the records were balanced and in order.  However, they 
noted that the budget report didn’t match the zooms.

Meetings Coordinator, Mariann Fletcher, PLS, reported 
that the Board decided to enter into a contract with the 
Best Western near the Space Needle in Seattle for the 
2010 Annual Meeting, which will be held April 9-10, 
2010.  The rooms will be $89 per night for double 
occupancy.  

EDITORIAL NOTE: I hope that you all make plans to 
attend the NALS of Washington Annual Meeting this 
year where our own President, Kathy Cusack, PLS, will 
be installed as the NALS of Washington 2010-11 
President. This is going to be a great event, so please 
join me in celebrating with Kathy.

Mariann also announced that the La Quinta in Tacoma is 
offering rooms for $60 a night for those wishing to attend 
the 2010 Super Saturday CLE (“SSCLE”).  The SSCLE 
will be a one-day seminar held on the last Saturday in 
January at the Offices of Gordon Thomas Honeywell, in 
Tacoma, Washington.

(Continued on next page)

http://seattlelegalmessengers.com/home.html
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Before the conclusion of the meeting, the issue was 
raised that some members of the Board were not aware 
of the recent NALS dues increase.  It was discussed that 
this had been announced in Tulsa last March, and that it 
was believed to have also been announced in at least 
one issue of E-news.  Follow up after the meeting 
indicated that the dues increase had been announced to 
all NALS members in two separate issues of E-news, as 
well as in the April edition of the Region 7 newsletter.

The meeting concluded with Mariann announcing the 
official call for nominations for the 2010-11 NALS of 
Washington Board of Directors.  All nominations must be 
emailed or mailed to Mariann by November 30, 2009.  
The ballots will be mailed to all members in January 
2010.

As usual, NALS of Washington pulled together a great 
conference.  The education that followed on Saturday 
was well-organized and very, very interesting.  If you 
would like more information about this conference, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you again 
for sending me as your chapter representative.



We’re on the Web!

Visit us at:

NALS of Greater Seattle

Our Mission Statement…
NALS is dedicated to enhancing the competencies and contributions of 
members in the legal services profession. NALS accomplishes its mission 
and supports the public interest through:

• Continuing legal education and resource materials;
• Networking opportunities at the local, state, regional, and 

national levels;
• Commitment to a Code of Ethics and professional 

standards;
• Professional certification programs and designations.

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!

The Official NALS Blog is Now Online!
Enjoy information from the President and President-Elect as 
well as from the Resource Center Staff...use insideNALS to 

keep up to date on what is going on with NALS!

*Note:  10% Discount will apply for the companies who sponsor 
any part of two or more meetings and/or provide goods or services 
to NALS of Greater Seattle, which reduces expenses.
Contact La Shona D. Fairman, Certified ALS, Marketing Director 
for more information.  
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 
NOVEMBER ISSUE OF THE INFORMER

______________________

If you have anything you would like to submit for the 
November Issue of The Informer, please Email your 

submission to the Publication Chair, Meghan J. Allen at
mallen@lesourd.com, by Sunday, October 25th.




