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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 January 28, 2011 – Naegeli Court Reporting, 

Secrets to Winning Your Case, Naegeli Court 

Reporting, Seattle, WA 

 January 29, 2011 – NALS of Washington 

Super Saturday CLE, Gordon Thomas 

Honeywell, Tacoma, WA 

 February 17, 2011 – NALS of Greater Seattle 

Noontime Seminar, Bankruptcy and Creditor 

Protection, Riddell Williams  

 March 9-11,2011 – NALS Professional  

Development Conference, Tulsa, OK 

 April 12, 2011 – NALS of Greater Seattle 

Annual Awards and Installation, Location TBA 

 

 

 

THINK BIG! 

CHANGE YOUR ASSOCIATION.  CHANGE 
YOURSELF. 

ENGAGE.  INSPIRE.  ENHANCE.  PROMOTE. 

The above statements look familiar?  Well, of course they 
are – they are all statements that past, present, and future 
Presidents of the NALS National Board have used to 
motivate and encourage us to use our NALS membership to 
“spice up” our legal career.  And, now that a new year is 
upon us, this is a perfect time to look to those motivational 
statements to help us plan our next NALS adventure!   

The NALS adventure is similar, yet different for each of us.  
Some of you joined the association for the education; some 
for the networking.  While those are HUGE benefits of the 
association, I encourage you to dig deeper and allow NALS 
to assist you in becoming a top-notch legal professional.  
NALS offers certification; leadership development; and 
above all, camaraderie in the legal field.  We are all here to 
support each other’s goals, aspirations, and resolutions. 

Resolution: a resolve or determination: to make a firm 
resolution to do something.  

Was one of your new year’s resolutions based on your legal 
career?  If so, NALS is here to help ~ the NALS “cookbook” 
is only a click away ~ www.nals.org.  Let it be your guide on 
your NALS adventure.  It won’t disappoint! 

To me, the NALS adventure has been an excellent journey – 
I’ve grown in many ways and learned that I can be a leader, 
that I can be confident in my legal career, and know that I’ve 
performed all duties of the profession with integrity and 
competence.  How did I get here?  I used some NALS 
ingredients (education, leadership development, advice from 
seasoned members) and mixed it in with my own drive to do 
an excellent job . . . and *POOF” . . . found myself in a 
leading role.  It has been a fun and enlightening experience.  
Some may feel that volunteering to serve on a NALS 
committee or the Chapter Board is a lot of work, but it’s really 
not too much of a time commitment.  Yes, monthly meetings 
are held (may attend either in person or via telephone); yes, 
you’ll commit one Saturday to help plan the year ahead.  
However, you will not have to sacrifice family time or other 
personal goals.  Remember, NALS Pals are here to support 
and push each other towards achievement ~ whether it is 
NALS or personal related.   (Continued on page 3) 

January/February  2011  

http://www.nals.org/
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By Jennifer Endres, President Elect and Membership Chair 

 

 

 

(Continued from front page) 

So, when writing down your resolutions (or as I like to 
call them, goals) for the year, don’t forget about NALS 
and getting involved.  We would love to have you and 
your ideas on board! 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!! 

 

It has become very aware to NALS that NALS does 
not seem to have a problem getting new members, the 
problem lies in keeping the members we have.  So, 
how important is your NALS membership to you? 

We have heard lots of different reasons why NALS 
members are not renewing their membership any 
longer, but the one that stands out to me the most is, 
“my employer will not pay for my membership 
anymore.”  When I hear this, it makes me wonder if 
members have actually sat back and thought about 
how important their NALS membership is to them.   

Of course, since I am an active member in NALS, I 
see the importance of being a member every single 
day in my legal career.  I will give you one example… 
approximately six months ago I had to schedule a 
deposition in Las Vegas, Nevada.  I had no clue where 
to even begin in finding a reputable court reporting 
company, reputable being the key word.  I mean, I 
could have simply gone to an Internet search engine, 
typed in “court reporters in Las Vegas,” and chose one 
that way; however, I compare that to opening a phone 
book, closing your eyes, pointing at a name and using 
that person as your doctor or lawyer.  Instead, I chose 
to look up the name of the president of NALS of Las 
Vegas and give her a call and find out who she uses 
when scheduling depositions.  I used the same 
company and everything went perfectly and I looked 
like a shining star! 

This is just one example.  Another thing, the benefits 
of being a NALS member seem to keep growing and 
growing.  The online education at www.NALS.org is 
amazing!  Have you actually ever taken the time to 
look at some of the topics?  To me, they just can’t be 
beat.  Also, in our last addition of the E-News, the new 
NALS library for members was announced.  I bet 
you’re wondering what that’s all about!  Well, you 
should visit www.NALS.org and find out!  You will be 
amazed!  Oh, and let us not forget about our 
partnerships with companies such as Aflac, Sam’s 

Club, UPS and just announced, reduced airfare from 
American Airlines and Delta Airlines if you travel with 
them to the 2011 NALS Professional Development and 
Education Conference in Tulsa.  I mean, the list goes on 
and on. 

So, I really want you to think about how important your 
NALS membership is to you.  Do you take advantage of 
most EVERYTHING that is available to you as a member 
of NALS?  If not, then maybe one of your goals for 2011 
could be to utilize some of the benefits your NALS 
membership has to offer.  If you do this, I think the 
answer to the question of how important your NALS 
membership is to you will not be something you have to 
think long and hard about.   

Trust me on this one, if you really look into what your 
membership has to offer, and begin to utilize the benefits 
of the membership you will realize that your membership 
is too valuable to be without.  And so if your employer 
ever tells you they won’t pay for your membership 
anymore your thought won’t be that you have to let your 
membership expire because you can’t pay for it yourself, 
it’s going to be, “this is something that is too valuable to 
my legal career to be without.”  After all, you 
membership fee is only $11 per month!  Actually quite a 
bargain if you take into account all of the benefits you get 
for being a member!  

How important is Your NALS Membership? 

Save The Date!  
 

Please save the date for the  

NALS of Greater Seattle Past President’s Dinner, 

Awards Ceremony & Installation of Officers  

April 12, 2011 

 
 

  

http://www.nals.org/
http://www.nals.org/
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 NALS of Greater Seattle Member Spotlight 
By Celine Straub, NALS of Greater Seattle Member 

 
Your name: Juliann Taube 

Your firm: Betts Patterson & Mines, P.S. 

Your title: Paralegal 

NALS Member since: 2008 

Current and previous NALS positions held:  None. 

Education/Certifications: BA in English from The Ohio 
State University and Paralegal Certificate from Washington 
Online Learning Institute. 

My favorite thing about NALS is: The noontime 
seminars. 

As a relatively new member of NALS, do you have any 
suggestions that may assist you in your career? No.  I 
appreciate all that NALS has to offer and hope to 
participate more in the coming year. 

My co-workers don’t know that I:  Have a secret crush 
on Tom Jones. 

What do you like to do for recreation?  Go to see live 
music, knit, cook, dance in my living room. 

What you like most about your job?  That my brain gets 
used and challenged every single day.   

You started out working in a firm law library. How was 
that helpful in your current legal position?  I am already 
familiar with research materials and have a better 
understanding of what sources to use (both free/public 
records and fee based sources) when I need information. 

What are your career goals? To continue being a 
paralegal.  I would like to learn more about real property 
corporate law. 

If I hadn’t selected my current career, I would:  Be a 
librarian by day and a dancer by night. (Not the naughty 
kind!) 

How did you hear about NALS?   NALS member Chanda 
Smith. 

Where would you most like to live?  Port Townsend if I 
didn’t have to work an actual job.  San Francisco if I were 
about 15 years younger! 

Where is your favorite place to vacation?  Friday Harbor 

Do you have any suggestions regarding whom to 
“spotlight” in the future? 

Michelle Wimmer at Foster Pepper. 
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This year - due to the economy - Ms. Eula Mae decided to come out of 
retirement and has taken on a part-time job working for her old boss’ son.  
While she has kept up on her technology and updates in the laws, she is 
having a hard time understanding her new boss’ dictation.  Can you help 
translate what he is saying?  Ms. Eula Mae has bolded the phrases that she 
knows are incorrect - but these are the most she can make of them. 
 
Here is the information that Ms. Mae needs help with.  Ms. Mae has removed 
all identifying names and information, so she could send it on to her NALS 
pals to see if they had any ideas. 
 
The first person who identifies all seven phrases that Ms. Mae did not catch in 
the dictation, will win a free admission to a noontime seminar!  Send your 

answers at http://www.nalsofgs.org/publications.html   Good Luck!! 

 

Eula Mae Needs Your Help! 

Don’t know who Eula Mae Jett is?  Check out our 

organization’s history: 

http://www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html 

Ms. Eula Mae’s Dictation Project #4 

Hello Ms. Mae: 
 
 Now that holidays are done and the seal her bills are packed away, our wheels are rolling at 
a face pace once again.  I’ve got a few files that we need to get up to date and correspondence to 
be drafted. 
 
 Letter to Mr. McMahon: 
 
 Tan cue fort aching mike hall this morning.  As we discussed, I represent the Personal 
Representative for the Estate of Rayanne Elmer.  Ms. Elmer’s original lass twill ant taste a mint 
was filed with the Superior Court.  A copy is enclosed foyer inn form hay shun, as well as a Letters 
Testamentary.   
 

We are currently taking inventory of the estate’s assets and have found several hire are hey 
yak ounce that are located with your firm.  Please provide us with a value of the accounts at the 
date of Ms. Elmer’s death, November 28, 2010. 

 
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.  Police comma tack me if you have any 

questions. 
 
 End of letter.  
  

Also, among my knew heres owl loo john to get more involved with your NALS association, 
I am also planning a better diet; however, I think we should treat ourselves to caress peak 
reamed hone huts once a month, so let‟s plan that for the last Friday of each month.  
 

 Thank you. 

http://www.nalsofgs.org/publications.html
http://www.nals.org/aboutnals/index.html
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Do your shopping on Amazon.com this 
holiday season!  Visit the NALS of Greater 
Seattle website at www.nalsofgs.org and 
use our Amazon.com widget to browse 
items on Amazon‟s website.   
 
A percentage of purchases made on 
Amazon will come back to the Chapter; 
however, you must use the widget to get 
to Amazon.com that is posted on our 
website.  Thank you all for your support! 
  

Kathy Albritton – 1/12 
 
Stephanie Blair – 2/10 
 
Marison Hund – 2/14 
 
Helen K. Koeing, PLS – 2/26 
 
Veronica Magda – 1/6 
 
Stephanie McIver – 2/23 
 
Molly Price – 1/25 
 
Sandra Robinson – 1/8 
 
Lisa Werner – 2/28 
 
Michelle Wilson – 1/14 

Happy Birthday! 

http://www.nalsofgs.org/
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 Happy New Year 
By Kathy Cusack, Certified PLS, Immediate Past President 

  
2011!!  Hard to believe it is 2011.  Now is the time to 
reflect on what we might like to accomplish in 2011.  
Not resolutions as such, but new adventures, new 
things to learn and meet new people.  NALS is the 
perfect place to start.  I encourage you to come to 
our meetings, noontime seminars and other events 
offered by NALS.  It can only help you in your career 
and you will certainly meet interesting people who 
may become your best friends.  It has been a hard 
couple of years with the bad economy, so it is a 
good time to keep your skills up and network.  One 
never knows what opportunities may come out of 
this.   

I urge you to become involved.  It is such a 
rewarding experience.  Take a minute and figure out 
if you have time to give or if you can afford not to be 

active. 

Another fresh new year is here . . . 

Another year to live! 

To banish worry, doubt, and fear, 

To love and laugh and give! 

 

This bright new year is given me 

To live each day with zest . . . 

To daily grow and try to be 

My highest and my best! 

 

I have the opportunity 

Once more to right some wrongs, 

To pray for peace, to plant a tree, 

And sing more joyful songs!”  

by William Arthur Ward 

 

Recently the title of a New York Times Bucks blog 
caught my eye:  Four Ways to Stop Gorging on 
Gratification by Carl Richards, a certified 
financial planner.  The article centers on an 
Amazon.com program called Amazon Prime that 
provides free two-day shipping for a flat annual 
fee.  He notes, quoting from a Business Week 
article, “It converts casual shoppers „who gorge 
on the gratification of having purchases reliably 
appear two days after they order, into Amazon 
addicts.‟”  This really hit home with me as my 
downfall (and not addiction as my husband 
suggests) has been Zappos.com with free 
shipping, free returns, no sales tax, and so many 
shoes!   

I have decided to make a New Year‟s resolution 
to follow Mr. Richards‟ suggestions to curtail my 
gorging and wanted to share those suggestions in 
case anyone else might have a similar plight: 

1.  Wait.  Keep a list of items you want to 
purchase and let it sit for three days.  When you 
revisit the list you may find that you are no 
longer interested in what you absolutely had to 
have three days ago. 

2.  Fast.  See how long you can go without 

spending money on anything other than 
necessities. 

3.  Track.  Keep a log of your spending. 

4.  Value your goals. Put a price tag on your goals 
to help you determine whether a new pair of 
shoes today is more important than a 

comfortable, secure retirement tomorrow. 

Think Before You Spend When Shopping Online 
By Christie Reynolds, Certified PP, PLS, Treasurer  
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Do You Know a NALS of Greater Seattle Star?  

By Arletta Gustafson, Certified ALS, Awards Chair and Technology Chair 

 Nominations are now open for the NALS of Greater Seattle stars!  Do you know a member that demonstrates all that 
NALS is about?  Do they take advantage and put to use all of the educational opportunities that are available to 
members?  I bet they’d be a shoe in for the Legal Professional of the Year. 

Is there a member that gives to the community and always jump at the chance to help with a NALS project.  They 
sound like Volunteer of the Year material to me! 

Do you have a fabulous boss or work for a firm that supports your NALS participation?  Perhaps they pay your 
conference fees?  They may just make sure that you get to take that long lunch one Thursday a month.  Nominate 
them for the Boss of the Year or Firm of the Year awards. 

Nomination forms are attached to the newsletter and will be placed on the website (www.nalsofgs.org).   The awards 
will be presented at the NALS of Greater Seattle Installation and Awards Ceremony in April. 

If you have any questions, contact Arletta at arlettag1@aol.com . 

 

 

Court Day / Tech Talk Combo 2011 is 
coming!! 

 

Mark your calendar for May 21, 2011 
So you don’t miss the  

NALS of Greater Seattle  
Court and Tech Day Combo 

 
More information is coming soon! 

 

../AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/2UI1G6D5/www.nalsofgs.org
mailto:arlettag1@aol.com
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Summary of the November NALS of GS Board Meeting Minutes 
By Meghan J. Allen, Corporate Secretary and Publication Chair 

 The monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of NALS of 
Greater Seattle, held at the offices of Karr Tuttle Campbell 
on November 4, 2010, was called to order by President, 
Jessica Smith, Certified PP, PLS, at 12:01 p.m. 
Present at the meeting were:  
 
Jessica Smith, Certified 
PP, PLS 

President 

Jennifer Endres President-Elect 
Kathleen A. Cusack, 
Certified PLS 

Immediate Past President 

Meghan J. Allen Corporate Secretary 
Christie Reynolds, 
Certified PP, PLS 
(via telephone) 

Treasurer 

Amylyn Riedling, 
Certified PLS 

Education Director 

La Shona D. Fairman, 
Certified PLS 

Marketing Director 

 
Review and Approval of October 7, 2010 Board of 
Directors Meeting Minutes 
 
The minutes of the October 7, 2010 Board of Directors 
Meeting have been approved as corrected. 
 
Review and Approval of Consent Agendas 
 
The Consent Agendas were approved as submitted.  
 
Consent Agenda Items 

 
President 
 
1.   November 16

th
 CLE.  We have received 5 RSVPs.  

Jessica will send out an e-mail with the flyer to generate 
more interest. 

   
2.  February, 2011 Noontime.   The topic for the February 
noontime needed to be narrowed down before Jessica asks 
the attorneys at her office.  The topic will be on creditor 
protection in a bankruptcy case.  She was considering asking 
Merilee MacLean and Diana Carey, and they would do the 
presentation together as a team. 
  
4.  Saturday CLE.  The Board discussed topic ideas and the 
need to set a date.  We will probably hold the Saturday CLE 
in the spring, possibly early May. 
 
  
President-Elect/Membership Director 
 
 Reminder to register for the NALS Professional 
Development Conference in Tulsa by December 1, 2010. 
 

Education Director 
 
November Noontime Flyer.  Amylyn said that she 
would forward Jeff Bean’s information for the flyer 
today or pull from the website.  There are currently 23 
people signed up to attend the November Noontime 
CLE. 
 
Marketing 
 
USB Flash Drive.  La Shona requested approval to 
purchase a flash drive for the Marketing Director 
materials.  Approval granted, cost will come out of 
Marketing Director’s budget.   
 
Non-dues.  La Shona led a brief discussion about the 
new Marketing Director taking over the sale of the 
NALS of Greater Seattle lapel pins.  It was decided 
that the Marketing Director would keep the duty of 
selling/keeping inventory of NALS of Greater Seattle 
lapel pins. 
 
Treasurer 
 
Amendment to Standing Rules.  There was discussion 
about amending Article IV, Officers, of the NALS of 
Greater Seattle Standing Rules to indicate that a Bond 
is required. 
 
National Officer Reimbursement Policy.  There was an 
at length discussion about writing and/or adding a 
National Officer Reimbursement policy for national 
officers who are NALS of Greater Seattle members.  It 
was suggested that we incorporate into the Standing 
Rules a policy/guideline for reimbursement to National 
Officers of expenses that are not covered by National 
to clarify what expenses are and are not covered for 
the future Treasurers and board members. 
 
It was discussed whether or not this guideline should 
be incorporated into the Standing Rules and whether 
or not there should be any restrictions on expenses 
covered.  While it was decided that the Standing Rules 
may not be the best place to note these guidelines, it 
has been suggested that a policy be put into place. 
 
Further discussion was tabled for the next board 
meeting, when a policy has been drafted.    
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As the Saying Goes Possession is 9/10th of the Law 
By Amylyn Riedling, Certified PLS, Education Director 

 
Happy 2011 Greater Seattle Members!  I hope that 2010 
ended on a high note and that 2011 is heading in the 
right direction for everyone. 

For those of you who could not join us for our first 
evening seminar, back in November, NALS of Greater 
Seattle invited Melissa Huelsman to come and speak to 
us regarding predatory lending and the housing crisis.  
Ms. Huelsman spent the entire hour explaining how the 
housing market and the mortgage crisis came to be.  
One of her main predictions was that we would be 
seeing cases where people fought the foreclosure of 
their homes, because the company trying to foreclose on 
the home is not the company that holds the mortgage 
note for the home in question.  What Ms. Huelsman had 
to say stuck with me, and I have been watching the news 
and legal opinions for situations regarding foreclosures 
ever since. 

While trying to decide what to write my article on for this 
edition of The Informer, I came across a very recent 
decision from the Massachusetts’s Supreme Court.  That 
opinion states that banks cannot foreclose on homes 
where they do not hold the note!  If you are interested in 
reading this opinion, the case is U.S. Bank vs. Ibanez, 
10694, Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts 
(Boston).  The opinion is dated January 7, 2011. 

I was so excited to see that Court’s are not allowing the 
unprofessional way of selling mortgage notes pass for 
muster and allowing companies to foreclose on people’s 
homes without at least the bare minimum paperwork in 
place.  Bare minimum in my book is having the mortgage 
note stating that you have the right to foreclose on the 
property. 

Now, I don’t want people to think that I am saying it is 
OK to just not pay on your mortgage and see if you are 
one of the many whose bank/current mortgage holder 
does not hold/own the note on your property.  I want to 
make it clear that these are my feelings, and that I 
believe this economy, was helped into the downward 
spiral by the loose lending practices of many banks and 
mortgage companies.  I am happy that those same 
companies are finally being held to a high standard of 
practice and have to prove that they are the rightful 
owners of the note on the property they are attempting to 
foreclose upon.   

This is going to be an issue that will have to be resolved 
in some way, and we will have to wait and see what the 
final outcome for the mortgage companies, trusts who 
own portions of these mortgages and the homeowners 
will be.  In the meantime, we will get to see our justice 
system working to do its part in sorting out the mess that 
has been made of the mortgage industry. 



 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: www.nalsofgs.org  

Our Mission Statement… 

NALS is dedicated to enhancing the competencies and contributions of 

members in the legal services profession. NALS accomplishes its mission 

and supports the public interest through: 

 Continuing legal education and resource materials; 

 Networking opportunities at the local, state, regional, and 

national levels; 

 Commitment to a Code of Ethics and professional 

standards; 
 Professional certification programs and designations. 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! 

 
The Official NALS Blog is Now Online! 

Enjoy information from the President and President-Elect as 
well as from the Resource Center Staff...use insideNALS to 

keep up to date on what is going on with NALS! 

*Note:  10% Discount will apply for the companies who sponsor 
any part of two or more meetings and/or provide goods or services 
to NALS of Greater Seattle, which reduces expenses. 
Contact La Shona D. Fairman, Certified PLS, Marketing Director 
for more information.   

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE  
March/April 2011 ISSUE OF THE INFORMER 

______________________ 
 

If you have anything you would like to submit for the 
January/February Issue of The Informer, please Email 
your submission to the Publication Chair, Meghan J. Allen 

at mallen@lesourd.com, by Friday, February 24, 2011. 

 

President  
Jessica G. Smith, Cert. PP, PLS 

Karr, Tuttle, Campbell 
1201 Third Ave., Ste. 2900 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-223-1313 

jsmith@karrtuttle.com 
 

President-Elect 
Jennifer Endres 
Stoel Rives, LLP 

600 University Street, Ste. 3600 
Seattle, WA  98101 

206-555-5555 
jendres@stoel.com 

 
Corporate Secretary 

Meghan J. Allen 
LeSourd & Patten, P.S. 
2401 One Union Square 

600 University St 
Seattle, WA  98101 

206-357-5094 
mallen@lesourd.com 

 
Treasurer 

Christie S. Reynolds, Cert. PP, PLS 
Curran Law Firm 

PO Box 140 
Kent, WA 98035 
253-852-2345 

creynolds@curranfirm.com 
 

Education Director 
Amylyn Riedling, Cert. PLS 

Cutler Nylander & Hayton, P.S. 
1191 Second Ave., Ste. 1650 

Seattle, WA 98101 
206-340-4600 

amylyn@cnhlaw.com 
 

Marketing Director 
La Shona D. Fairman, Cert. PLS 

Perkins Coie, LLP 
1201 Third Ave., Ste. 4800 

Seattle, WA  98101 
206-359-6292 

LFairman@perkinscoie.com 
 

Immediate Past President 
Kathleen A. Cusack, Cert. PLS  

Perkins Coie LLP  
1201 Third Ave., Ste. 4800 

Seattle, WA  98101  
206-359-6135 

kcusack@perkinscoie.com 
 

Awards Chair 
Arletta Gustafson, Cert. ALS 

3902 S. Ainsworth Ave 
Tacoma, WA  98418 

253-579-7751 
arlettag1@aol.com  

 
Publication Chair 
Meghan J. Allen 

LeSourd & Patten, P.S. 
2401 One Union Square 

600 University St 
Seattle, WA  98101 

206-357-5094 
mallen@lesourd.com 
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