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November, 2014/December, 2014 Edition 

I hope you all had a beautiful holiday with your 
family and friends this year. January 1, 2015 is 
shortly arriving and I am more than ready to ring 
in the New Year. As I reflect on this past year, my 
theme tends to be about time. It relates to so many 
things in life such as family, friends, hobbies and 
of course, work. So much to balance and yet we 
all find a way to just make it work. It’s all about 
how we manage our time and I am steadily 
working on improving mine. One thing we all 
know for sure is that time doesn’t pause or stop 
and because of that we have to enjoy all those 
little moments the best we can. Take a moment to 
breathe and just be!  
I am looking forward to seeing you at our New 
Year’s Happy Hour in January. Hope you can 
make it. “GO HAWKS”       ~Autumn 
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The 8 Best Things About Being A Paralegal 

The paralegal industry has changed significantly since the 1970's when paralegals, also known as legal 
assistants, first emerged as a bona fide career. Client demands, economic necessity and explosive growth have 
made paralegals a popular career choice and there has never been a better time to be a paralegal. The eight 
paralegal career advantages below outline several of the highlights of work in the paralegal field. 

1. Rising Pay  

Paralegal compensation has risen steadily in the past decade, despite a bump in the road in the depths of the 
2009-2010 recession. As paralegals perform a broader and more complex range of tasks (paralegals even 
represent clients in court in certain countries and administrative tribunals), paralegal earnings continue to rise. 
The average paralegal salary hovers at around $50,000 per year but paralegals often make more through 
bonuses. Overtime hours can also add significant cash to a paralegal's paycheck.  

2. Explosive Employment Outlook  

The paralegal field is one of the fastest-growing professions on the globe. The U.S. Department of Labor, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics predicts the employment of paralegals and legal assistants to grow 28 percent 
between 2008 and 2018, much faster than the average for all occupations. Among the factors driving this 
growth is client demand for cheaper, more efficient delivery of legal services. Since hourly rates charged by 
attorneys are typically double or triple the rates of paralegals for the same task, law firm economics mandates 
the increased use of paralegals to minimize costs. As a result, a paralegal career is one of the hottest non-
lawyer jobs in the legal industry. 

3. Easy Career Entry  

Unlike lawyers who must complete seven years of formal education and pass the bar exam to practice law, you 
can become a paralegal in as little as a few months of study. Moreover, paralegals do not need to attend a 
brick-and-mortar institution; you can obtain a paralegal certificate or degree through a variety of online 
programs. Paralegals with a bachelor's degree in legal studies or related degree or a bachelor's degree in any 
field and a paralegal certificate from an ABA-approved paralegal program have the most employment 
opportunities.  

4. Intellectual Challenge  

Paralegal work is intellectually challenging and involves a range of high-level skills. The most successful 
paralegals are problem-solvers and innovative thinkers. Paralegals must become subject matter experts in their 
specialty area and master legal procedure, research, drafting and other skills. They must stay on top of ever-
changing laws and new legal trends and developments while interfacing with attorneys, opposing counsel, 
vendors, staff members, clients and others. The work is varied and each day brings new challenges.  

5. Rising Prestige  

As paralegals perform more complex and challenging work, paralegal prestige is rising. Paralegals are no 
longer simply lawyer's assistants; they are assuming management roles in corporations, leadership roles in law 
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firms and entrepreneurial roles in independent paralegal businesses. Over the years, paralegals have 
transcended the image of glorified legal secretary to become respected members of the legal team.  

6. Opportunity to Help Others  

A career as a paralegal offers a unique opportunity to help others. These opportunities vary, depending on the 
paralegal's practice area. For example, personal injury paralegals help injured plaintiffs receive compensation 
for their losses; intellectual property paralegals help clients patent and protect their unique ideas; and family 
law paralegals help clients in conflict-fraught divorce and custody cases. Paralegals in the public interest sector 
help poor and disadvantaged segments of the population with legal issues ranging from protection from 
domestic abuse to assistance preparing wills. 

7. Client Contact  

While paralegals work under the supervision of an attorney, many paralegals have direct contact with clients. 
For example, paralegals interview potential clients to assess the merits of their case, prepare clients for 
depositions and cross-examination at trial, work with clients to gather documents and data, assist clients in 
preparing discovery responses and serve as the client's point of contact throughout a case or deal. In certain 
practice areas, such as divorce, child custody and personal injury, paralegals "hold the client's hand" through a 
difficult time. For many paralegals, the informal counseling and support they provide to troubled clients is one 
of the most rewarding aspects of the job.  

8. Shifting Legal Service Structure  

In the past several years, the legal industry has seen a radical shift in the way legal services are delivered. 
Lawyers no longer have a monopoly on the law. New laws are opening doors for paralegals to perform a wider 
range of tasks than ever before, such as representing clients in administrative hearings, providing services 
directly to the public (such as preparing legal forms or drafting wills) and launching virtual paralegal firms that 
support attorneys in all practice areas. As many organizations and groups push to provide equal access to 
justice to underserved individuals, paralegals will serve a crucial role in keeping legal costs in check.  

Article written by Sally Kane: http://legalcareers.about.com/od/legalcareerbasics/tp/The-8-Best-Things-About-Being-A-Paralegal.htm 
 

 

 
Do your shopping on Amazon.com! 

Visit the NALS of Greater Seattle website at 
www.nalsofgs.org and use our Amazon.com widget to 
browse items on Amazon’s website. 

A percentage of purchases made on Amazon will come back 
to the Chapter; however, you must use the widget to get to 
Amazon.com that is posted on our website.  Thank you all 
for your support! 
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RECIPE CORNER  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick and Easy Peppermint Fudge 
Ingredients 

• Cooking spray, for spraying the foil 
• 3 cups semisweet chocolate chips 
• One 14-ounce can sweetened condensed milk 
• Red and white peppermint candies, crushed, for 

topping 
 
 

Directions 
Line an 8-inch square baking pan with foil.  Spray the foil with cooking spray. 
 
In a medium saucepan over low heat, combine the chocolate chips and sweetened condensed milk and 
stir until it's all melted and smooth.  Pour it into the prepared pan and spread to even out the surface.  
Sprinkle on the crushed candies.  Refrigerate for 2 hours. 
 
Lift the foil out of the pan and peel it off the fudge.  Cut into small squares. 
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Advance Your Career 
 

NALS offers members and nonmembers the opportunity to sit for three unique certifications dedicated to the 
legal services profession.  The exams are of varying levels and are developed by professionals in the 
industry.  Each of the three certifications is developed by NALS and takes advantage of the more than 84 
years of experience and dedication to the legal services industry only NALS has to offer.  NALS has the 
certification for you, whether you are beginning a career in the legal industry or are a veteran paralegal ready 
to display your skills.  Visit www.nals.org/certification for more information. 
 
NALS offers continuing legal education and exam preparation through our Online Study Group. 
 

 
 
Effective immediately, NALS will be offering a one-year FREE membership to students of approved legal 
studies and paralegal studies programs who take the ALP or PP certification exam!  If you are a student who 
is registered to take the ALP or PP exam, please contact NALS Certification Manager to ensure that you 
receive your free one-year membership. 
 

CONGRATS! to newly certified Irina 
Kinyon!  Irina Kinyon passed the PP 
exam in September.  Way to go Irina!  
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A BIG THANKS TO OUR CHAPTER'S SPONSORS! 
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President  
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925 Fourth Ave., Ste. 2300 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
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President-Elect  
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Michele Wilson, Cert. PLS 
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600 University Street, Ste. 1910 
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Eva Lee, Cert. PLS 
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Treasurer 

Dawnice Siff, ALP 
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1402 Third Avenue, Suite 1019 
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Certification Director 
Daena Temkova 
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701 Fifth Avenue, Ste. 3300 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
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Education Director 

Michelle Hall-Griffith, Cert. PLS 
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Marketing Director 
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Publication Chair 
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YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! 

*Note:  10% Discount will apply for the companies who sponsor any 
part of two or more meetings and/or provide goods or services to 
NALS of Greater Seattle, which reduces expenses. 

Contact Cheryl Seelhoff, Marketing Director for more information.  

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 
JANUARY/FEBRUARY ISSUE OF THE INFORMER 

If you have anything you would like to submit for the 
January/February Issue of The Informer, please email your submission 
to the Publication Chair at griffith.michelle@dorsey.com, by January 
15th. 

 
The Official NALS Blog is Now Online! 

Enjoy information from the President and President-Elect as well as 
from the Resource Center Staff...use inside NALS to keep up to date 
on what is going on with NALS! 

Our Mission Statement… 
NALS is dedicated to enhancing the competencies and contributions of members in the 
legal services profession.  NALS accomplishes its mission and supports the public 
interest through: 

• Continuing legal education and resource materials; 
• Networking opportunities at the local, state, regional, and national 

levels; 
• Commitment to a Code of Ethics and professional standards; and 
• Professional certification programs and designations. 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

NALS of Greater Seattle  


