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UPCOMING EVENTS:* 

× December 15, 2011 ð NALS of Greater Seattle 

Board of Directors Nominations Open  

× January 5, 2012  ð NALS of Greater S eattle, 

Board of Directors Meeting ð Forsberg & 

Umlauf, P.S.  

× January 19, 2012 ð Noontime Seminar:  Legal 

Research for the Non - Attorney ð Riddell 

Williams, P.S.  

× February 2, 2012 ð NALS of Greater Seattle 

Board of Directors Meeting ð Forsberg & 

Umlauf, P.S.  

× February 7, 2012 ð Membership Meeting: 

Promoting Yourself with Effective 

Communication  -  Rock Bottom Restaurant and 

Brewery  

× February 16, 2012 ð Noontime Seminar:  

Discrimination in the Workplace ð Riddell 

Williams, P.S.  

*Flyers for upcoming events will be sent in a separate e -mail.  

And, last but definitely not least, PROMOTE! 

1. To help or encourage to exist or flourish. 

There are several definitions of promote, however, 
the only one that I think really applies to NALS in to 
help or encourage to exist or flourish. 

I truly believe this is what NALS is here for.  One of 
our main goals is to help our members flourish!  We 
do this by providing wonderful educational meetings 
about different topics in the legal profession in order 
to make the members of NALS and the legal 
community more knowledgeable, and thereby 
allowing them to flourish in their legal career! 

I can tell you right now, so far thƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ όŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άb![{ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ŜŀǘǘƭŜέ ȅŜŀǊ 
which begins in September) I have only attended 
two noontime seminars and have learned lots of 
new and interesting things about how the King 
County Superior Court and the United States District 
Court likes to have things done.  For example, I did 
not know that when initiating a new case in the 
United States District Court, Western District of 
Washington, you attach the Civil Cover Sheet to your 
initiating document (i.e. complaint or removal 
dƻŎǳƳŜƴǘύΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪΩǎ 
office of the USDC prefers to have the declaration 
and exhibits filed all as one document (as long as it is 
under the size limit requirements) instead of 
attaching the exhibits separately, as it makes their 
jobs easier to handle it on their end.  These are just 
two of the examples that I can think of off the top of 
my head.  And, I tell you what, I would not have 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ άǘƛǇǎέ ƘŀŘ L ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
noontime seminars.  That is why it is absolutely 
important for me to be at these seminars and I 
ALWAYS learn something new that helps me flourish 
in my career. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

The examples I gave above are just examples 
from noontime seminars that I have attended in 
the last TWO months.  They do not include all of 
the amazing things I learned when I was in 
Cincinnati, OH for the NALS 60th Annual Education 
Conference and National Forum in October or the 
things I have learned throughout my years as a 
member of NALS.  I can guarantee you that I have 
been able to flourish in my legal career the way I 
have because of NALS and what it has done for 
me.  And I hope you feel the same! 

A good question to ask yourself is where would 
ȅƻǳ ōŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ b![{Κ  
Hopefully NALS has helped you to flourish in your 
legal career the same way it has done for me! 
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Itõs Time to Nominate! 
By Jessica Smith, PP, PLS, Immediate Past President  and Membership Chair  

 
Time sure flies! Nominations for the 2012-2013 
Board of Directors are under way!  Each year we 
nominate fellow members to serve on the Board 
of Directors.  The officers and directors are here to 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
sessions and fun events.  Serving on the Board is a 
fun and worthwhile opportunity.  You are able to 
share your ideas and bring them to life, as well as 
meet fellow legal professionals.  Board members 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ŘƻƴŜΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
shy ς volunteer for your association!   

Please email your nomination selections to 
jsmith@karrtuttle.com, or you can contact me at 
(206) 224-8047.  Nominations will be accepted 
from December 15, 2011 through January 9, 2012.  
Details regarding officer and director duties and 
requirements to serve are included in this 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ 
website: www.nalsofgs.org. 

 

So Long, Farewell  
By Leah Shepard, Education Director  

 
Sad for me to say, this month I will be moving away 
from the greater Seattle area and thus leaving my 
position as Education Director with NALS of 
Greater Seattle.   

Although it has been a short time working with 

everyone, I will greatly miss the time I spent on the 
board and working with all the NALS members.  I 
wish everyone the best and hope to see everyone 
again in the future.  

 

mailto:jsmith@karrtuttle.com
http://www.nalsofgs.org/
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Have You Heard of Ning?  
By Andrea Maxand, Marketing Director  

 
Have you heard of Ning? It's a social network. Like 
other social networks, on Ning you can join groups, 
make "friends", and communicate.  

So it's a lot like Facebook. But it is also different 
than Facebook in that on Ning, people create self-
contained social networks centered on a topic, 
cause, location or community. The only people 
who join any particular Ning network are people 
who are part of the topic, cause, location or 
community.  

Did you know NALS has a Ning Network? To get 
there, go to: nalsnet.ning.com 

Once you're there, you'll find a sign up button at 
the top of the page. Setting up a profile is quick 
and easy, and then you're in. Once you're a part of 
the NALS Ning network, you can join groups within 
the network, chat with other members, post in 
forums, and post events and photos.  

Do you wish you had a community of Legal 
Assistants to talk to when you need to ask a quick 
question? Try forming a group on Ning with some 
of your like-minded NALS pals so you have an 
online community with whom you can share ideas. 
(It's like being on a listserv, only better, because 
you don't end up with tons of e-mails from the 
listserv flooding your work e-mail in-box.) Instead, 
you can log into your NALS Ning account, post a 
question in a forum, or pose a question to a group. 
Then you can visit that forum or group to see if 
there are any responses. 

Attending a NALS event out of state, and need to 
find a roommate? Search the forums to find other 
NALS members looking for roommates at the 
event. 

Give NALS on Ning a try! 

 

Amend ment to NALS of Greater Seattle Standing Rules  
The Board of Directors for NALS of Greater Seattle discussed and adopted at the October 6, 2011 Board of 
Directors meeting the below addition to the NALS of Greater Seattle Standing Rules, Article III, Section 2: 
 

άCΦ Reimbursement to regular members in good standing and to National Officers 
and National Committee Members shall be for the meetings referenced in Subsection E 
above and shall be based upon the reimbursement policies set in place by the Board of 
Directors.  Reimbursement requests will be reviewed by the President and Treasurer and 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  LŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ 
are in poor standing, the President shall have the authority to reduce or deny the 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΦέ 

 
The reimbursement policies for Members in good standing, National Officers, and National Committee 
Members are also included in this edition of The Informer ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
If you would like to attend a National, Regional, or State conference, please note that you may request 
reimbursement for representing the Greater Seattle Chapter. 
 
If you have any questions or discussion regarding the above amendment [addition], please contact 
Jennifer L. Endres at JEndres@forsberg-umlauf.com. 

mailto:JEndres@forsberg-umlauf.com
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